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OPENING MESSAGE
OF THE IV ASSEMBLY OF THE “SAN LORENZO RUIZ” DELEGATION OF ASIA

“Take care of me, Lord, and I will take care of You;
I will take care of You and You will take care of me;
I will devote myself entirely to the good of Your Mystical Body
which is the Church,
and You will take care of me” (Cta. 42,4).

Dear sisters: Welcome to this IV Assembly of the Delegation! A family event that invites us to look within and, from an attitude of gratitude for so much good received and sown, to continue being hopeful in the midst of so many disturbing news items and events. It is also a community space conducive to taking our pulse and seeing whether the purpose of our life is the proclamation of the Gospel as a response to a call received and freely embraced.
The chosen theme “Mystics of Today, Guardians of Life” challenges us greatly. During these days we are going to share once again who we are and what we have done or left undone, but the most important thing is to give thanks and to become newly aware of Who makes us be and Who sets us in motion. From this perspective, these four great words will make sense: Mystics, Today, Guardians, and Life.
Words that connect us with the deepest part of our being by referring to the intimate relationship with the Church, with the reality that surrounds us, and with the caring capacity that we develop so that the life that is given and entrusted to us may grow and expand.
We are called to be a prophetic sign not through power or influence, but through the capacity to live in poverty, simplicity, joy, and inner freedom.
The celebration of the IV Provincial Chapter has placed the emphasis on certain options that impel us to safeguard life as a Sacred gift and to grow in communion with the Church (God–neighbors) and with all creation. They also aim to guide our community and missionary processes toward a more synodal, co-responsible, and fraternal style. Therefore, healthy relationships, care for creation, attention to vulnerability, emphasis on formation, experience of the value of interculturality, and economic sustainability are the major themes that must fill our mission. In a special way, we must pay particular attention to the world of young people, offering spaces for encounter and accompaniment, experiences of service and self-giving, and joyful, fraternal, and committed reference communities.
As a family, we want to walk together with the laity to narrate what is happening, illuminate it through the Word of God and the charism (axes of mission), and explore together new paths of response to the calls of the Church. We must be very attentive to the needs of the Church in order to respond to them appropriately. We must ask ourselves how the Word nourishes us to be a better community. And we must resolve not to let a single day pass without the Word moving us toward communion and fraternity.
Sisters, the assembly is a space where we prepare ourselves for something new, or better, to give new impulse to what we already live. Let us dispose our minds and hearts to welcome, listen, dialogue, accept diversity, what builds up, what helps us walk, to build together a common project at the service of this Church of Asia that needs us and at the same time helps us grow.
I want to express my gratitude to the Lord for Sr. Chrezann Angulo who has offered so much to the Delegation in the various services she has assumed. Thanks to Sr. Gloria Esther Alonso for her availability, her missionary spirit and for the energy and passion she puts into everything she undertakes. Thanks to the sisters of the council, Sharon Villafranca and Clarynse Subijano, for their collaboration in all the processes and tasks of animation and governance. Thank you, sisters, each one of you, for your commitment to be faithful to the vocation-mission received and for your dedication.
May Mary, the woman who listens, welcomes, and waits with a living and active faith, intercede for this part of the Congregation so that, like our Father Founder, we may say with full conviction: “You have revealed Yourself to me, You show me Your love before my eyes; and my heart, carried away by that indomitable passion, desires to serve You and to please You” (MR 9,7).
May the witness of Saint Lorenzo also inspire our way of welcoming and responding to the calls of the Church in Asia.
With these wishes, I declare open the IV Assembly of the “San Lorenzo Ruiz” Delegation of Asia.[image: ]
Manila, February 14, 2026.[image: ]
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